Improved sensitivity of reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction for hepatitis C virus using random hexamer primers.
The use of specific primers and random primers for the detection of hepatitis C virus RNA by reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction was compared. The cDNA obtained from using both methods was amplified by the same protocol. Of the 30 plasma specimens tested, 6 (20%) were hepatitis C virus RNA-positive using specific primers and 19 (63%) were positive using random primers, demonstrating that the use of random hexamer-primed reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction significantly improves the sensitivity (p < 0.01).